FIRST STEPS

What do | do with this big book?

The Bible. Where do you begin? Why is it so important? What does a book
written thousands of years ago have to do with my life today? These are all
qguestions many have asked. But we have found that when a person accepts
Jesus as their Lord and Savior, that there is actually less questioning its
importance and more of a hunger to know all you can know about God, His
son Jesus, and about what it means to be a Christian.

You are like an orphan that has finally been reunited with their father...only to
find out He has been searching for you from the very beginning. There is great
joy in that. But you have to know that there is another one, the devil, who is
going to do all he can to bring doubt into your mind and to confuse you. This is
where the Bible comes in. The Bible will teach you how to interpret all of life’s
situations through the lens of eternity, and give you strength and whatever you
need for every situation and every need.

Even Jesus, when confronted with temptation or hunger or thirst and even
death, would quote scripture because there is Power in God’s Word. It is the
Truth about all things and a blueprint for your new life in Christ!



When you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior the Bible says that
your very heart became the “temple of the Holy Spirit.” This means, quite
simply that the Holy Spirit lives in you. But in short, the indwelling Christ will
speak to your heart as you read and meditate (think about) the Word of God.

STEP ONE: Obtain a Bible

And even better yet, a study Bible. A trip to the local Christian
bookstore will not only provide good options, it will also have sales
people who have known the Lord and walked with Him for many
years. We typically use the New King James version, but there are
other versions that make it easier to understand as well.

STEP TWO: Set Aside a Time and a Place

Spending time reading God’s Word should be as important as the food
you eat, and in fact it is your spiritual food. And just like you get weak
and irritate easy when you haven’t eaten, the same is true for God’s
Word. You need to take it in daily for it to have its real effect in your
life. Find a time where you can consistently give just ten minutes of
your day to focused attention on reading His Word. Then, find a place
where you can be undisturbed. Start with just 10 minutes each day
(more is optional) and begin to read it.



STEP THREE: Start Reading

My recommendation is the following:

+ Old Testament: Read 4 Psalms each day. If you do this, you will
have read the entire Book of Psalms every month.

+ Read one chapter in | Samuel each day until you have finished |
Samuel and Il Samuel.

+ Read one chapter in the book of Matthew each day and then work
your way through each book til you finish the New Testament.

Extra reading for the motivated

+ Read one chapter in the Book of Il Corinthians each day. When you
finish Il Corinthians go back and read | Corinthians

STEP FOUR: Write in the Margins

Always have a pen with you and whenever you read something that
has special meaning for you write a brief note in the margin. Then
always put the month and year. This will have great value to you over
the years. If cost is an issue, the church you attend or visit will usually
be more than willing to give you either a new Bible or a good

used one.

BIBLE READING:

Please read the following verses about the Word of God:

2 Timothy 3:16-17



ALL SCRIPTURE IS BREATHED OUT
BY GOD AND PROFITABLE FOR
TEACHING, FOR REPROOF, FOR
CORRECTION, AND FOR TRAINING IN
RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT THE MAN OF
GOD MAY BE COMPETENT, EQUIPPED
FOR EVERY GOOD WORK.

Psalm 119:105

YOUR WORD IS ALAMP TO MY FEET
AND A LIGHT TO MY PATH.

Joshua 1:8

THIS BOOK OF THE LAW SHALL NOT
DEPART FROM YOUR MOUTH, BUT
YOU SHALL MEDITATE ON IT DAY

AND NIGHT, SO THAT YOU MAY BE
CAREFUL TO DO ACCORDING TO ALL
THAT IS WRITTEN IN IT. FOR THEN YOU
WILL MAKE YOUR WAY PROSPEROUS,
AND THEN YOU WILL HAVE GOOD
SUCCESS.



Matthew 4:4

BUT HE ANSWERED, “IT IS WRITTEN,
““M AN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD
ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT
COMES FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”

Romans 15:4

FOR WHATEVER WAS WRITTEN IN
FORMER DAYS WAS WRITTEN FOR
OUR INSTRUCTION, THAT THROUGH
ENDURANCE AND THROUGH

THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE
SCRIPTURES WE MIGHT HAVE HOPE.

Hebrews 4:12

FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS LIVING
AND ACTIVE, SHARPER THAN ANY
TWO-EDGED SWORD, PIERCING TO
THE DIVISION OF SOUL AND OF SPIRIT,
OF JOINTS AND OF MARROW, AND
DISCERNING THE THOUGHTS AND
INTENTIONS OF THE HEART.





